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Introduction
This project intends to update the LE’s knowledge of our active learners

and explore the increase of refugees in the ECP. 

All of the data shown here has been taken from the ECP database, which is subject to 
human error. Therefore, these statistics should only be used as a guide.
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Intake Across Time
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Changes in the ECP Population

25%

75%

Active Learners, 2024

Chinese Seniors  (35) Other  (104)



Where are the changes?
Language

Main Language Frequency

Cantonese 40

Mandarin 25

Persian 32

Arabic 8

Spanish 5

French 5

Other 24

Main Language of Active Learners, 2024

Cantonese Mandarin Persian Arabic Spanish French Other



Where are the changes?
Country Home Countries of Active Learners, 2024

Hong Kong China Iran Vietnam Afghanistan Chad Other

Country of Origin Frequency
Hong Kong 27

China 25
Iran 29

Vietnam 7
Afghanistan 7

Chad 7
Other 37
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Refugee Intake
The following data is based on 153 learners with some form of refugee status who 
have been registered into the ECP program between 2014 and 2024. 



ECP Refugee Intake Across Time
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Comparison: Canada-wide Refugee Intake



What does this mean for the ECP?
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Refugee 

Demographics



Home Countries

Location C
Pluto is now seen as a dwarf planet

Location B
The Moon is Earth’s only natural satellite

ECP Refugees by Country, 2014-2024

Afghanistan (34%) Iran (22%) Chad (6%)

China (4%) Iraq (3%) Mexico (3%)

Other (28%)



Evolution of literature and its movements

Medieval 
literature

Saturn was named 
after a Roman god

Ancient 
literature

Despite being red, 
Mars is very cold

Classical 
literature
Jupiter doesn’t 

have a solid surface

Renaissance 
literature

Neptune is very far 
away from the Sun

VI CE - XV CEPre - I CE I CE - V CE XIV - XVII CE

“The Jupiter Book”, 
“The Saturn Book”

“The Mercury Book”, 
“The Venus Book”

“The Earth Book”, 
“The Mars Book”

“The Neptune Book”, 
“The Pluto Book”

42%

12%

12%

10%

5%

5%

4%

10%

ECP Refugees by Language, 2014-2024

Persian Pashto Arabic Spanish Kurdish French Mandarin Other



Comparing Active Learners: Gender

Of our current active refugee learners, 
67% are men. 

On the contrary, the ECP’s active non-
refugee population is only 18% men.

67% 18%

Refugees Non-Refugees



Comparing Active Learners: Age

Of our current active refugee learners, 
none are seniors. 

On the contrary, the ECP’s active non-refugee 
population is 45% seniors (aged 55+).

0% 45%

Refugees Non-Refugees



Active Refugee Learners
Refugees currently make up 
almost one-fifth of our active 
learner population, and this 
number is likely to grow in the 
future as in the last year, Canada 
has moved into the top 5 
recipient countries of asylum 
seekers (Keung, 2024).

19%

81%

Active Learners

Refugees Non-Refugees



In Summary

Refugees Chinese Seniors Other

Previously, our main demographic was Chinese 
seniors. As a result of this, we tailored our 
program to the learners. We have offered: 

• Level 0 classes in Mandarin and Cantonese 
• Seniors Thrive classes in a variety of topics
• Culturally-informed lessons in the regular 

curriculum, such as Lunar New Year

However, we now have a new demographic of 
refugees that we are also aiming to include in our 
planning. 

Why does this matter?



Conclusions

Refugee 
Groups

Young People

Men

Iran & Afghanistan

This study confirms our understanding 
of the demographic changes in the 

ECP over the past five years. We have 
identified the main groups in refugee 

and non-refugee learners and 
highlighted their key differences. The 

ECP is working to support our refugee 
learners and plans to continue these 

efforts going forward. This project can 
help inform ongoing initiatives to 

continue meeting the evolving needs of 
all our learners.  
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Thank you!
Questions?

bryna.mcgarrigle@ubc.ca
bryna.ubcarts.ca

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

